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ABOUT THE ‘AQUAWHEN II?" EXHIBITION

The Water Justice Hub was formally established on 14 October 2019 as an initiative of the UNESCO
Chair in Water Economics and Transboundary Water Governance at the Australian National University.
The Hub is supported by a five-year Australian Research Council Laureate Fellowship that began on 1
July 2020 on water justice, water valuation and resilient decision-making. See
https://www.waterjusticehub.org/.

The Water Justice Hub’s mission is to respond to water injustice and promote both ‘voice’ and truth-
telling in relation to water.

The Art, Voice & Justice Exhibition: ‘Aquawhen 11?’ is organised from 22 March to 25 March 2022. The
purpose of the exhibition is to support the 'voice', art and the lived experience of the people living in
far western New South Wales in 2019. The exhibition features the words of 33 residents of Menindee
and Wilcannia who gave testimonies before the 2019 Citizens’ Inquiry on the Health of the Barka-
Darling River and Menindee Lakes. Their words, and the images that they represent as developed by
artists Rix Lee and Tom Horne, are featured in full-sized visualisations.

The exhibition also includes g paintings of Glenn Loughrey; 8 haiku calligraphy pieces (words by
Maurice Nevile with calligraphy by Jill Robertson); a short film of 2019-20 of the Barka-Darling (created
by Otis Filley & Dan Schulz) including the sounds of the Barka-Darling and the relationships between
water and life; and ‘Justice Posters’ based on the selected research of some members of the Water
Justice Hub.

https://www.waterjusticehub.org/
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LIST OF ARTWORKS

33 pictorials of testimonies given at the 2019 Citizens’ Inquiry on Barka-Darling River

Series of artworks about water based on the Citizens' Inquiry into the Health of the Barka-Darling River and Menindee
Lakes. Voices of the people can be found here: https://tribunal.org.au/hearings/2019-tribunal/about/.

Artists: Rix Lee and Tom Horne (see https://www.wordplaystudio.com/)
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Artist: Glenn Loughrey
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Artist: Glenn Loughrey
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Artist: Glenn Loughrey
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HAIKU CALLIGRAPHY - Maurice Nevile (words) & Jill Robertson (calligraphy)

Menindee Lakes

Setting the River Free 1 Danced In, Wilcannia
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HAIKU CALLIGRAPHY - by Maurice Nevile (words) & Jill Robertson (calligraphy)

Dancing on the Barka No Water, No Life

Every Where, When - Living On Country Death on the Banks of the Barka, Wilcannia

https://www.waterjusticehub.org/
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JUSTICE POSTERS - Selected Water Justice Hub Research

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ VALUES:
current knowledge, best-practice
and framing questions for future

Resilience to Hydrological Drought in the
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Northern Murray-Darling Basin, Australia
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S blopen ]
By Dan Schulz and Otis Filley

433 Days

This film documents the 2019-2020 summer period during the 433 days of zero flows down the Darling-Baaka River. The
filmmakers spent three months walking the dry riverbed daily, capturing the last breaths of a river system. A perfect storm of
overextraction, drought and climate change had resulted in a massive local extinction event at Menindee. The Menindee fish Kills
became international news. Visceral images of masses of dead fish, and weeping grown men holding huge, deceased Murray Cod,
populated the news and social media. Although it was effective at creating awareness about the plight of the Darling-Barka, the
news cycle soon moved on. This film takes a different approach to the space of ecological disaster. It is about the sustained
suffering, and slow death that the people, animals, and ecosystems must live through during these increasingly long and unnatural
drought periods in the Murray-Darling Basin. It is ultimately about grief.
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https://www.waterjusticehub.org/

14

Contacts

* Mai Nguyen —WJH Coordinator
* Mobile: 0449862668

nhatmai.nguyen@anu.edu.au

 Quentin Grafton —WJH Convenor
* Mobile: 0410680584

quentin.grafton@anu.edu.au
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